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MESSAGE
of the
PRINCIPAL CHIEF.

To the Nutional Committee and Council,
In National Council Convened :
Frienps anp Fenrow Crrizens:

Afiera long absence on the business
of the Nation, I was unavoidably pre-
vented, by a tedious journey, from re-
turning home previous to the meeting
of the present session of the Nanonai
Council; and I now appear before you
amid the sorrows which fill the hearts
of all, on account of the tiials and af-
flictions with which our land has been
visited, by sickness and death. By
these deep calamities our people have
sustained a loss, i the death of public
men, unparrallelled, for any one given
vear, in the annals of our country
alike as to number, integrity of char-
acter and usefulness. While we bow
in submission to this most signal dis-
pensation of Providence, we should al-
ways bearin mind that our career in
life will soon end—when we all must
follow the departed. We cannot, there-
fore, be (oo strongly impressed with
the importance of so discharging our
respective duties, as good and faithful
servants, that our individual and Na-
tional prosperity may be promoted, and
our future happiness secured.

In referring to the documents con-
taining the correspondence of the Del-
egation with the Secretary of War, you
will perceive that our long unsetiled
affairs with the United Staies Govern-
ment, remain still open and unadjisi-
ed. As this correspondence will be
fully read for your information, I deem
it unnecessary to comment upon the
policy which scemed to have dictated
the course, pursued by Secretary Wil-
kins towards the Delegation, in con-
ducting the desired negotiation
will appear evident that it was adopt-
ed merely to evade the fulfilment of
President Tyler’s written pledge of the
20th of September, 1841, for a new
Treaty of indemnification, &e.  The
righteous demands of our people upon
the United States Government for jus-
tice,and the deep wrongs requiring it,
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with the reasonable assurance, already
given, that they shall be redressed,
leave us only 10 hope on, and 10 prose-
cule them with prudence and peise-
verance, until they shall be finally set-
tled.

Without touching upon such other
topics as may require your attention
during the present session, I close
these very brief remarks by introduc-
ing the correspondence of the Delega-
tion with the Sccretary of Wa
leaving other subjects for a fuiure
communication, should circumstances
make one necessary.

JOHN ROSS,
Principal Chief.
Exrcurive DeparTyest,
Tahlequah, Nov. 181th, 1844.(
CORIREE

Extract of a Letter from the Rev, §, Peck.

Barrist Misstox Roos, |
Boston, Aug. 18th, 1844.§

My Dear Brorurr,—Your letier of
July 19th, was received vesterdav.,
The intelligence was deeply atilictive.
No one of our native preachers was
more highly valued than brother Bushy-
head, none whose services scemed so
useful and so indispensable. His ma-
ture piety, his knowledge of Divine
teuth, his sound judgment, his perfect
wastery of the Cherokee language, as
well as familiar acquaintance with our
own, the confidence reposed in him by
his countrymen and by us, and the
ripeness of preparation in all respects
to do a great work for his people, both
in preaching and translating the word
of God, all seemed to mark him as the
one chosen of God, to carry on the
worlk of evangelizing the Nation 1o its
completion. But God’s ways are not
our ways: we were relying too much
upon an arm of flesh, or in some other
way, perhaps, needed to be rebuked.
May God teach us to receive the les-
son aright, and with all submission, and
sanctify the aflliction to the good of all
his people: and raise up others to ful-
fil the service we had thought to re-
ceive from him. * * * * *

May a merciful God watch over you
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all and let no plag:e or pestilence come
near vour dwellings.

Affectionately, and with deep sym-
pathy, S. Prcx, For. Sec’ry.

PR

Orp MS. or tne New TEesraMent.
—Mvr. Perkins, the missionary, has
brought with him, for the archives of
the American Board of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions, an ancient manu-
script copy of the New Testament,
written in the old square Syriac char-
acters, on leaves of skin, bound in a
volume. Its age is well authenticated
to be six hundred and forty-two years.
“I learned,” says a correspondent of
the Vermont Chronicle, * that copies of
such rare antiquity are rare among
the Nestorians, but that there exists
there one, of which the title page is
wanting, but which is reputed to date
back fifteen hundred years!”

/8 I

Ixpran  Possessions.—The Ottoes
own, at the latest accounts, a large
tract of country on the Big Platte,
west of the Missouri; they are a poor
race of people, and receive asmall an-
nuity of $2500. The Pawnees are a
powerful body, and number about 6500
persons, divided into bands under the
names of Pawnee Loups, Grand Paw-
nees, Republican Pawnees, Pawnee
Pics, &ec.; they are wild and furtive in
their habits, and reccive provisions and
goods. The Grand Nation is the Pot-
towattomies, or the ¢ United bands of
the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottowat-
tomies.”” They own five millions of
acres of prairie lands, along the Mis-
souri river to the Little Sioux, number
about 2000, and receive $42,000 a
year for their lands sold in Illinois and
Michigan. They are a respectable
body of Indians, are good farmers, and
educate their children. The payment
of the annuities is always a scason «f
great hilarity and festivity.-—Picayune.

N g

Bouvcarron.—The following beauti-
ful paragraph is from anarticle in Fra-
zer's Magazine:

« Education does not commence with

the alphabet. It hegins with a moth-

er’s look—with a father’s ned of ap-
probation or sigh of reproof—with a
sister’s gentle pressure of the hand, or
a brother’s noble act of forbearance—
with hand-fulls of flowers in green dai-
sy meadows—with birds’ nests admir-
ed, but not touched—with creeping
ants and almost imperceptible emmels
—with pleasant walks, inshady lanes
—and with thoughts directed in sweet
and kindly tones and words, to nature,
to beauty, to acts of benevolence, t»
deeds of virtue, and to the source of
all good, to God himself.
ki

(<7~0o0-s00-17, 2 member of the Coun-
cil, from Canadian District, died at
Tahlequah, on Friday night, 29th ult.,
of Typhus fever. His remains were
attended to the grave by the members
of the National Council, and a number
of citizens.—Cherokee Advocate.

———

“As Poor Ricmarp says,”—If you
would have a thing kept secret, nev-
er tell it; if you wounld not have a
thing known ot'you, never doit.

Better suffera great evil than doa
little one.

God helps them that help them-
selves.

Dost thou love life ? then do not
squander time; for that is the stuff
life is made of.

Lost time is never found again; and
what we call time enough, always
proves little enough.

ile that rises late must trot all day,
and not overtake his business at night.

At Industry’s honse hunger looks in,
but dares not enter.

agemh

(“~We have omitted, in the present
number of the Messenger, the ** Gram-
matical forms of the Cherokee lan-
guage,” on account of the unavoidable
absence of bro. Jones. It will be con-
tinued in the succeeding numbers.

pfaitgy e,

An excentric: writer says, “A Tale-
bearer, and a Tale-hearer, ought to be
punished together; only the one should
be hung by the tongue, and the other
by the ears.”
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